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ARIHUH J. BURKS REVEALS HOW TC WRI;F' TIZ PROS VRITE LETTERS TOOY'!

The following are some of the
‘letters recently received by Scott
Iwom AUTHORS TO ATTEND NEXT MIGL\!  Feldman, Secretary of the Queens

iwcienge Fiction League:
‘Director Hyman Tiger and S5€0'Y Deay Feldman:

Treasurer Scott Feldman are to be ; I'1l be there! There
congratulated on organizing one of {you have the substance of my mes-
Tﬂe most successful meetlngs that ismge If I were a man of few wordsd
vNeé Queens Science Fiction League |; would stop .for I really have no-
has ever held. Making up for thelr't e PRREED he el o3 ne hainian
lack of club experience b, dint of |/ w1§1 continue to %he bott%m of

hard work, $hese.two populdr QSFL
members WOrhed until 7 A.M. on the ?ggieﬁagidgr perhups ‘a litsle ontihe
1 *

three days prior to the meeting in I am quite certein that you

'urder to insure the presence of

the celebrities they had invited. hgve Offen iewrd the phriset“Get :
The result of their painstaking ef—‘ﬁ +mov," I e e : €
'fort was the attendance of a rec- | Dave heard it roared, houled,

ord number of celehrated scienoe | shriecked, Bscreamed dnd yowled,--
fiction personalities at the meet- | &€ Such frequent %imes as I have

ing of Dec. 1lst. iiound myself three feet ahead of a
Among those present were lynching posse., Luckily they never
lArthur J, Burks; Isaac Asimov, L. Q.'éOL me., ---All right then, unluck-
1deCamp , Malcolm Jameson, Frank 11Y~ = Y
Belknap Long, Leo Morey, Mr. and JOoU feodn it Wolry SRoUL BV .
Mrs. liarry ‘alton, Mr. and Mrs. LSOMDONI RN St S UNERIE 80 BT
George ‘jalton, Valton Lincoff, ;tary grandeur., The scientific
John Giunta (up and coming voung definition of Futurian is : "4 guy
artist), Bob Studley, Stan Bachrach.”lth whom Asimov has little, if
Bob Thompson, A. Hendricksen, A, ;anythlng, to do." In fact, you
Cluasen, Bill Groveman, Frank Mor- oL tell the bunch I won't come in
'Q 2 e Oshinsky, Mr. and lrs, with my Rair in my eyes and a book
111 Sykora, Jean hsimov, Mary IOf parliamentary Tules under my
Grosso, Kay Brickman, Pauline .  |@&rm just aching to disrupt things.
TATe ol L, ! Make sure Moskowitz is there,

The meeting was called to Ord-lI'Ve got about severnteen bones to
er at 4 P.M. The minutes were read| pick with him---none personal, you

and’ accepted after Stan Bachrach :undeAStand but just on science
pointed out that though his jalepy ,fictional topies. :
was supposed to be in worse shape Say 'I'1ll tell you one tiaing,

that Art Wodner's Skylark of Vico- | tiough. I may want to bring my
",00, nevertheless he only had one sister along. I understand the
flat on the way to Philly while Queens SFL branch has a feminine
art-had threes o tredsury-report contingent and the kid sister might
was given showing a bclance 1n the | think it a treat to cone along with
treasur of nearly twenty{on.P. 3) |me. Then again, she might (Con.,P.4)




Page Two FAINTASY LIEWS

TANTLOY Nowo is published every { This week Harry '/amner is back ‘
week by William S. Sykora. jwith his deservedly popular:-
jaddress: P.0.Box 84, Elmont, N.Y. |Fal MaG REVIEW by larry Viaxner, Jr
Editor: Vill Sykora, P PO VoL vl 0w 8 84 large,
hssociates: Jimmy Taure#i, Sam los~' mimeod pages, devoted mostly to
gogltz, M?rio Ragéc, gg. : ‘humor. It's one of the few exist-
‘Rates: 5 lssues . issues $l, : ing humor magazines, and if you

52 issues (1 yr.) 51-50- i Like the lighter siée, you'dydo

i»d Rates: Full page $2, & page Y1, iwell to get it. Five colors of
< p.50¢ minimum. (NO STAMPS PLEASE) llnk are something Specj_al’ G 0E%
NOTE: Please make &ll ohecks and |, gime, Lit., Sci., & Hobbies Club,
money-orders payable %o Will Sykora%Deoker’ Inaiana., =

s e S ha TR Rt s A Futurian Observer: no, 21. Two lg;
BOOST S CIENGCE FICTIONTegal-size mimesod pages of ne's,
““““ AR sgsesaa s smn bR s e s mos LY el e bl A Eh-Fatidom, 7
GUEST LDITORIAL by Raymond A.Palmer!issueg for 20¢; 10a Sully Street,
S ?heﬁwell—known editor of ~ _!Randwick, Sydney, N.S.'.,sustralia.
ANAAIHG STORIES and FANTASTIC ADVENryoice of the Imagi-llation: no. 10.
TURES writes: :The unique "Forum of TFandom": de- :

! I admire greatly the splendid voted to letters from famous and
work tlie fans are doing to advance !jinfamous fans. 12 large mimeod
iScience fietion. After fifteen lg. 1ithoed pp. and a steel engraving
iveloped a taectle that is absolutely to the minute. 4 dime, Box 6475,
unique. They have, in short, In- Iiletrc Stati e -
ve%ged a nfcktie wﬁich_makis’the%f s f---i??:-%?f_§E§;fﬁf:_gﬁfif:
ruddy complexions simp..y ow wWith ! crvem mmTooR T2 : ;
iself~inportance, &and hat Fhe added f%ébﬁT bDI*O?IéL Conttd: to <dit
'Teature of being instantly adépt- %traéifue? or Wwo.newdmigsi SN D
|able to a strangler's noose-- e Lo G WS S R e Ol oy
‘'squarely around the neck of all i tion that coy M"if the mags go over |
iThat is good for sciemce fiction!l Eggiigglt ﬁgénjgiihZ;g.pgfgilgzzg |
R

; 71th such good magazines as i ks

ST TG SO TENGE PTOPTON | THRCL~ | 10 Sit grandiosely d% 2 battie- -
:LING OWDER STORIES, STLRTLING :SCdrled desk and be a pro editor in
STORILS, UNKNOUN, COMET, AHMAZING ;all your magnificence for donaving !

'STORIES, and FANTASTIC ADVIIITURES, iYVUF Ei§§? so be it. But here is
b4 . i

'all built up by hard work to fine - A T
- e ; : _ {riy opinion, my stand, rny promisea.
isources of science fiction for LS aa 3 145 -
ithose who love this type of litere !Flls?’ e AR bgnch.of 1d17
R p AT daee Tovers itutn lots if they think this 1s %ood ” |
i ) ! i = i Ee
wildecat, and enthusiastically i23?&?:?;.noihgizdérgﬁwtié eg¥ai—
igpaﬁg ihsuciubustto pggy upon the 1jchedq author who falls for this |
e oWhaiythgve rg g:e {5 inoreds |Vildcat scheme, except under the |
%ible v First ytﬁe guthor S i Isame “terms;c NexXt, & will ‘run my. .
1 X é + l‘% His th. £ 'Dooks without covers rather than |
pesRd SO L Dol oWl rale y feature an artist who is so rotten |

;Q%Eéﬁlﬂ% st?{igs t?.geeq t?g mon=~ he has go sell his art work for
'Srer%; tefm%l 5 ?ila{tln i,e non= 1 1ess than the cost of his paints,
giztisdnstagvzgigndrqtesrosi?uihe brushes and the board on which ke
mass go over"! Second,’thg—értist.!galnts°” and iaSt}Y: I will offer
Mo Ts Bekad to do & cover painting g DR ML WOl knedil- s 310 aie REe
'for $15¢! Heaven knows I pay 1ittle/ It will be no hardship, I'm certain
ienough, but that ratel And g2 for
an illustratioem. Vhy insult the
artist? Just dsk him blindly to

NOTE: 4 special delivery letter
has been sent to Mr. Jerry Albert,
follow the author*s stiit, and do it Zditorial Director of Albing Pubs,
! wilo are to publish the new magazine

\for nothing. MNext, the editor. i : , :
'}ir, Vollheim has a contract(next c,)referred to in the above editorial.
bk "' are awaiting a statement from hif.

R P ———— O

#./
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QSFL MEETING Cont'd: dollars,
recess for dues collection was
called, during which some informal
discussion was held.

Business was dispensed with
and the celebrities immediately
introduced.

A

leave before the meeting.l.hsimev
was th first called on to speak.
e an-dntrodaeidon  fo e, Esimoy s
[Falk,. a letiersfrem him-$0-Mr,
Feldman was reé&éd by the Secretary,
Mr. Asimow. blushing profusely the
while, This popular author then
spoke on "What an STFan Ought To
Be". He condemned the mixing of
political schemes and isms with
science fiction and brought out
several arguments which proved, he
Slabiides Sl el rRanS=C N Ol U TIIeE
the editors, and therefore neither
the world with their utopian ideas.
Mr. Asimov recommended that science!
fietion..clubs be social elubs,
whose members are joined together
by the comrion bond of Science Fic-
|tlon.

IText called upon was L.
Sprague deCamp,y author of "Let
Darkness Fall" . Mr. deCamp deplored
ithe absence of Sam lioskowitz, whose.
letter in the first issue of the
jnew COMET had provoked much diseus-
ision.: !'r. deC@mp stated that after
all, science fiction authors, like
an: one else, have ® make a living
land wrote to live, and although a
great many of them loved their wor
and considered it an art, never-
itheless, ideals high though they
might be would never suffice to pay
HEIE HREINAL S
Tl Arthur J, Burks then was re-
iguested to speak., As he stood be-
‘fore the club, he said that cont-
irary to the beliefs of the previeus,
;speakers, fans and fen letters have
.often influenced editors' decisionsj
qls personal experiences have shown
ithis to be true, he said. 4s a
'ter of fact, Mr, Burks pointed out
that-if. any .author's woerk:drew an
‘unusual amount of unfavorab.e com-
‘ment from the fans, it usually
Krelled that author!s swan song, as
far as that particular mag might be
oﬂoncerned Although the fans may
number only a small fraction of %he
tentire reader audience(next colurm)

k!

e _'.——

. Leo Morey, who had ar-;
Fived=with Lspdlhiue: J3 Burks,; had: 56

mat r

Page Three

! QSTL MEETING Cont'd: nevertheless
ithelr opinions, Oon the whole coin-
. cided with that of the general
readersy o Re prove dhis--hesaid
that many wiho do not write letters
do read the readers columns and of-
ten think to themselves that this
letter expresses their own opinion

i

to a "T" while another letter is
all wrong. He also stated that
readers' ideas often prove of great

i value to the author, and that many
of them provide new plots or new
twists to old schemes. He urged
stfans to keep writing to the edit-
.ors, and if they feel they cannot
‘write stories themselves they
. should not hesitate to discuss i
'stcry ideas and plots in their !
;l >tters, for these may well prove
'the starting point for an excellent!
-yarn. : |
In the diseussion following |
Mr. Burk's remarks; the author was |
ra8ked how a beginner can break into
.the writing game. He brought out
what nay be called the "Burks Form-:
‘ula For Breaking Into Fi¢tion." 1ir.'
'Burks advised the budding author
10 padk.- outsbhe-story-he-likes best!
in the magazine he likes best and |
‘type out three or four pages of the!
‘yarn chosen.,

|

i

He should then anal-
.y8e the story carefully, as well as!
‘'a great many similar stories, for !
iplot and characterization: - Copy-
'ing part of theé yarn will teach
:the swing or style of the siory. i
'Analysing the yarn will indicate i
i the framework on which the story |
was builkt. Throw away the copy I
typ=d4 out, get yourself a good tltﬁ
qle and smooth opening paragraph, |
iand go ahead. Burks said taat most
lof his yarns are written starting
'witli ncthing mere then a promising'
title, a carefully worded first i
paragraph, and a clear idea of the
'ciiaracters. ith these things to
hand, the yarn usually writes it-
self. Mrs Burks has mritten as
nucit as 50,000 words in a single
day and sold them all,

Harry "'alton, Malcolm Jameson,
and Frank Belknap Long also gave
brifef = Vel les

Letters were read from Frank
R. Paul; Dorothy MeIlwraith, editor

of WEIRD TALES; Ed Bodin(Con.P. 5.&




DReeAgoliees - e
The PRCS, WRITE Cont'd: have Some-
tliing elbe lined up for Sunday af-
ternoon &nd not be able to come.
If I come myself, well and good.
If I come dragging along a Temale
by the arm, that's my sister. She

and won't bother anyone.

ORS="48F Gbod) sssakesysivelicve
thatiTrown. =“She's notras.1ittle
asakl that. i She's 18%:

Shets dlsos pretiyl

But remember, I don't promise

e goOme

If ‘you're willing to wait a

few months, you can shake the hand

less Campbell changes the title.)
e bought it from me last week and
with characteristic modesty, 1

By Lo be -extet, the l@ast  trippgss
that I have ever done. For ine
stapce, I think it is better:than

rleased as to like that thing, you
ought to be nuts about "Reason".
Harry Valton, in writinc me,
suggested that I might be asked to
stammer out a few shy words---
blushin: furiously the while,
11~ I sweTFercduned; T nightl ‘Fust
ot e Uptub-theWesk, -dell every=

a gun and threaten

don't stop talking.

talk ‘as long as you let me,
oO Tong i1l Sunday.

A Lo

-FLuurlan-——not if you want to shake al of the members and &uthors re-

wud's sakes, don't consicer me &

'm; hand. 3

l Isaac hsimov,
Feldman:

QD(,@I' e
| Thank you very much o Jpoue
|h1nd invitation to come to the mnec
iing of the Queens SFL. I would
llike to accept but unfortunately
I have made rather definite ar-

1L

.rangements for this Sunday which I
‘cannot breal: anymore. Please give
ito the meeting my best wishes Tor
%SUCCGSQ.

I notiee that you do not have
my new address in your files.
Sinece the beglnnlng QRS yEaiaie
‘1t as-&tated in the letterheaa

is a very well-behaved little glrl,,put to the visitors present.

of the guy that wrote "Reason" (un-{Tiger and Feldmen had prepaved a

one to sit down and look interested ;

(or a reasonable facsimile thereof)!

Half an hour later you can call foripgchrach suggested that the olub

to shoot me'1I I hold another social and dance. This
I mean itl I'llyac put over to the next

£l i present at the next mee

i FANTASY HEWS

inFL ﬂEblING Conf ! dy —autHer -of the
;Book "Sgeare lie® published by the

i Orlin Tremaine Pub, Co.; arthur L.
'Zagdt and il hEFSEThese~1et=
| ters appear elsewhere in this 1lssue€.
i The question of joining was |
Harry
Vjal ton, Arthur J. Burks, Isaac ASlﬁ
mov, Frank Belknap Long, and Frank
Moroff were voted in as new memberé
iMr. Jameson was already a member,
jand lr. deCamp said he coulcd not
‘make such an improtant decision .
Without first-eonsulting hHis Wife:
i The meeting was then given
iover to the program for the day.

iscidnce fletion guiz“of 100 qgues=
'tluns. 411 present were '‘eligible
tto join in the fun. As the ques-

thanksit 1 g8the tbest Peice: ok work—ftloplng proceeded, member and v1s_x

I PO e Thie wayslde until only
tEhe e STRTNERS e tiea- e, S ~Fhey
,were Violter Lineolt, will Sykoras

"Ilome Sol" and if you are so easilyland Isaac Asimov, who surprised ;

3everyone including himself by last+
81 Y e R < e g o o g U A T 2 |
.cony of "Turnabout® by Thorne

;Smith was won by Asimov, some 1nter-
Lo DT Es traltionss shie’ "seeont prlzq,

“ell,went to Will uYKOTd, and Lincoff

‘won the third prize of a complete |
set of ASTOUNDINGS containlng the
o) 25t o e o 5 ;

Just before adjournment, oStanm |

fleeting i
i Tor final discusslon and arrange- !
iments, The meeting was adjourned
|at approximately 7 P.M., but sever-
malned afterihat teo discifss writ='
'ing and other aspects of sclence |
figien '
Among T expected to be ;
Gdng-aece
nF Orlin Tremaine, Leo Morey, Frank
|R. Paul, Mary GndedlngeL, Ed Bodin
tArthur J Beles Wi L sLey, dand
i other well known science fiction
celebrities.
Please send further invitations
correspondence to thils address.
has haopenéé several times that
could nave attended meeting of the
Qre:ns SFL if I had known about

then,

et O (1 Fg U i NEggle

an
It
i

V/illy Ley.




1L s W S i | e e Page Five
PRO 1AG REVIE' by Sam lMoskawitz, ' PRO MaG RIVIE. Cont'd: and a con~
MARVEL STORIEL, Nov, 1940:=- .tents page for his quarter is high-
The Trevers@l of form this mag [ly disillusiohing, - 11 makes one
has gone through has been complete kick oneself for being sucker e~

|

|

and all ineclusive. Gone dis the ' nough to. cough up sixty cents for' |
slight taint of sexiness--returned , these three isswes of AMAZINE when |
are the solid off-trail science- ' he might have purchased them be- i
fantasies that MARVEL SCIENCE STO- | latedly, and bound into one volume |
RIES so popular in the past, | for :less than half of that price. i
- Editor Erisman solves the i Vet wiidd - heepen-ds. - this, .
problem of cover lettering in a ~ | AMAZING STORIES readers will make |
highly satisfaoctory manngr--by ~ Tup by far the largest percentage of!

franing the painting and printing | purchasérs. They will be so en- |

title heads about it. The entire |raged at the hoax that they will {

effect, though the cover is no 'not only neglect to purchase future
masterpiece,of artistry, is one em-| quartsrlies but AMAZING Monthly as
inently pleasing to the eye, well., Selondly readers are going i
While almost every story is to do some mental figuring and say
off-trail, all of them are tainted |"™/hy should I pay sixty cents for |
by some literary crime. The y&rns !three issues of AMAZING, when by
of Reymond Z. Gallun, 4, Fedor and |waiting a few months, I can get all
Henry iasse, and D.D. Sharp oon= | three. issues nicely bound into one
tain outstanding ideas, but ideas |[volume for only twenty-five cents?"
so-clumsily handled that the sto- Anyway you look at it, ZIFF-
r1es _kose Lhe fine puleh proper DAVIS stand to lose plenty for this
handling might have won for them.. action, especially since they lead
John Russell Fearn's effort |fans to believe that this would be
is run-of-the-mill science-action- ;a legitimate reprint editlon, The
adventure. John L. Chapman does ideda of getling Tid of weturns is
best with his story idea desptie admittedly ingenious--but surer
thae - fact thel this s enty his-Se0=t@ail- all - hell it is going t0 bdek=
;ond published effort. fire;Jand back-fire hardl
| In cummary, the general format|AsTOUNDING SCIENGE FICTION,Sep 1940
of MARVEL STCRIES is pleasurable, ! The covers of the last 4 issuep
the type easily readable, the sto- |of ASTQUU TG are. sufficient to |
ries definitely enjoyablee-but bring tears of joy to the Jaundlced
poorly handled.(sm) eye of the embitterred stfen,. Rog-
ANAZING STORIES QUARTERLY ,Fall '40:'ers' swell painting of the "Einstein
To an individu&l who has .. {Eclipse™" is certainly no exception,

ipicked up his first scilence fictioniThe cover, having put the readers
‘magazine, AMAZING STORIES QUARTERLY in the right frame of mind, seens
should -be . a bargain indeed. To bthe to mdke ‘the stories ¥ead even-bet-
Escientifictionist who has followed itery . “Slan'® is an above average
AMAZING STORIES regularly it is an |serial, highly enjoyable, but def-

iout and out swindle, initely not up to the super-super

' From the ecover, one would raves. Two other yams in the num-!
1tiiink the entire fcur hundred pageSiber are outstand ng. These @re

iere newl; printed. although the ‘tear-jerker "Quietus", and laugh- !
average reader would undoubtedly iprovoker "domo Sol", Ross Rock-
recognize such titles as "The ‘Fish '1ynne and Isaac Asimov have done
Men Of Venus", "Black ‘‘orld", i themselves proud on these two fine
"Terror Out Of the Past" as being lyarns, vhich any fan cannot help
recently published, he would be ‘but enjoy.

lulled into believing that the pgb“ﬂjjﬂ HELPY HELP! It is humanly
lishers had simply made poor cholc- impossible for one or two fans to
es for reprinting. But to open thelrcag all of the 20 or more fantasy
magazine and find that the ZIFE— magazines. D.B. Thompson and Sam
DAVIS Publishing Company has simplyihisskowitz have ddnée a s ell job s0
sold him a couple of covers(next Curar. HOW 4BOUT YOU, and YOU3?L?




Page - -Six ADVERT ISEMaNTS : FANTASY  HEWS
FAN MAGAZIITL, BARGAII SALEXY

Never Before it These Prices

VE UILL NOT Bk UNDERSOLDY Y

MIMEOD OR HECTCED

Internation Ubserver(Complete Copies . ithout Covers) :1934-0ct, 20¢; E
1935-May, Jun,,Nov, 15¢; 1936-Jul, 15¢. (Incomplete without covers, |
but c.ly 1 or 2 pp. missing): 1934-Cet, 10¢; 1935-Jun, 5¢. |
Flabbergasting Stories: 1936-Jan (vol.l, no. 1, no.2Y), 10¢{no coversy.!
Spaceways: 1939-Nov, 10¢. ;
Tesseract Magazine: 1936-May, Jun, 20¢; 1937-0Oct, 15¢; 1938-Feb, 10¢. '
FTAITLA0Y NEVS: 1939-Jun(First Anniversary Issue-24 pp, Cover by Paul)50¢.
Cosmic Tales Quarterly: 1937-Fall, 15¢; 1938-Mar, 15¢; 1939-bpecial
Jew York Convention Issue, 10¢. ;
Fantascience Digest: 1937-Nov(First Issue), 25¢; 1938-Jan, Mar, May ,20¢.
!

1939-Mar, May, Jul, 15¢,

ilelios: 1937-Qct, 15¢; 1938-May, 15¢. ;
Le Zombie: Second Issue, 15¢; 1939-sug 19th, (Photo Ted Carnell), 10¢;
0Oct 28th, 5¢; Speciul M.Y. Convention Issue, 5¢; 1940-Jan 27th, 5¢. i
Science Fiction Collector: 1936-0Oct(combined with Fantasy Fiction Dlgest)
209, 1937-Jan 21st, 15¢,; Nov, 15¢; 1938-Jan, lar, LO¢ - May - aue s 10¢,
PSFS Wews: 1939-lfov(Philly Confereuce Issue), 5¢. ?
|TSE Song Sheet: 3¢. 2
Will oykora's Resignation From the Iresidency of the ESA-PThHe “Tetber - |
That started the longest and worst Fan Feud): 10¢. \ |

PRII TED

Varvel Tales: 1935-Surmmer, 25¢.
Science Fiction critic: 1935-Nov(First Issue, Mimeod, titled "Science |
“Tiction Review'), 26¢; 1937-Jul, Get, 20¢; 1938-Jan, Mar, Peg ey sk
combined with Phantastique). : ?
imateur Correspondent: (Formerly nSeoiecnce-rantasy Correspondent") 1937~ |

\

ey, oep, nwov, 20¢, (Nov was fist auniversary no. and g sE s sl s)

Satisfaction guaranteéd; or mohey cheerfully refunded; A11 orderﬁ
of $1.00,or over, are sent post frees. : %

"'e also have ocompletesetof newstand stf mags as early as 1926. |
Your want 1list will be carefully ¢ ecked against our stock and lowest
prices offerred. Send us your list of wants. ‘e will mateh quallity
and prices with any dealer.

Please remit by postal money-order or coins; IOT STaMPS. address:

STF COLLECTORS' SEZRVICE
SUPPLY LIMITEDL'!
B0 B0 =84 RUSH YOUR CRDER TODaY.

ELMONT, - N.Y,

Please make all checks and money-orders payqple to Mrs., Ft§zkora,




